
Contents

Series Preface iv

Editor’s Introduction v

Acknowledgments vii

Introduction 2

Chapter 1	
What Is Differentiated Instruction? 8

An Overview 10

The Foundation of  
Differentiated Instruction 12

Retaining Individuality  
vs. Individual Instruction 14

Implementing Differentiated Instruction  
in Lesson Planning 16

Content 16

Process 20

Product 22

Conclusion 26

Chapter 2	
History and Foundations 28

Theoretical Foundations 29

Constructivist Theory 30

Brain-based Theories 31

Instructional Theories 34

Learning Theories 36

Multiple Intelligences Theory 37

Learning and Thinking Style Profiles 40

Conclusion 45

ix Contents



Chapter 3	
Why Teach This Way? 48

Effects and Benefits 49

My Classroom and Research 49

Benefits for Students 53

Positive Behavior 53

Working Harder 55

Engagement in Learning 57

Benefits for Teachers 58

Time to Connect 59

Stronger Relationships with Students 60

More and Deeper Content 61

Reach More Students 62

Conclusion 64

Chapter 4	
One Teacher, Many Roles 66

Defining Roles 67

Warm Demander 67

Partner in Learning 69

Proactive Designer 76

Flexible Manager 79

Reflective Practitioner 81

Conclusion 82

x Contents



Chapter 5	
Getting Started 84

Proactive Curriculum Design  
Concepts 85

Using Students’ Interests  
and Background 86

Examples of Students’ General  
Interests Pre-Assessment 88

Examples of Students’ Art Interests  
Pre-Assessment 92

Using Students’ Prior Knowledge  
and Readiness 97

Using Students’ Learning Styles 105

Using Learning Styles without  
Pre-Assessment 107

Pre-assessing Multiple  
Intelligences (MI) Preferences 109

Using Multiple Intelligences  
Preferences with or without  
Pre-Assessment 109

Conclusion 111

Chapter 6	
Curriculum 115

Developing Differentiated  
Curriculum 116

Scaffolding 119

Orbital Studies 121

Tiering 123

Flexible Grouping 124

Learning Contracts 126

Centers and Stations 127

Entry Points 130

Cubing 130

ThinkDots 135

Chunked Learning 137

Chunking Example 137

Learning Menus 138

Think-Tac-Toe 138

RAFT 140

Choice Boards or Cards 141

Final Considerations 144

xi Contents



Chapter 7	
Differentiated Lesson Examples 147

Differentiated Instruction in Action 148

Elementary: Keep It Real—Grade 2 149

What was differentiated  
in this lesson? 155

How was the lesson differentiated? 156

Why was it differentiated? 156

Middle School:  
Freedom   —What Does It Really Mean? 156

What was differentiated  
in this lesson? 160

How was the lesson differentiated? 160

Why was it differentiated? 162

High School: Clay Pod Memory Vessel 162

What was differentiated  
in this lesson? 171

How was the lesson differentiated? 172

Why was it differentiated? 172

Conclusion 173

Chapter 8	
Tips for Success 175

Making Implementation Work 176

Let One Step Lead to Another 176

Find Accountability 177

Be Respectful to Others  
Who May or May Not Want to  
Differentiate Instruction 178

Make an Action Plan 180

State Your Mission 180

Set Attainable Goals 181

Decide on Short- and Long-Term Goals 181

Advocacy: Helping Others  
See the Value of  
Differentiated Instruction 182

Conclusion 187

xii Contents



Download reproducible resources and worksheets at DavisArt.com/DI/Resources

Appendix:  
Resources & Worksheets 191

Chapter 5

A.5.1	 Museum Guide Sheet

A.5.2 What Makes Me ME

A.5.3a What’s My Learning Style?

A.5.3b What’s My Learning Style? – Teacher

A.5.4 Oral Learning Style Inventory

A.5.5a Planning for Differentiation by  
Learning Style Using Four Square

A.5.5b Planning for Differentiation  
Using Four Square—Example

A.5.5c Planning for Differentiation by  
Learning Style (Four Square)

A.5.6 WOW! You Are Smart!

A.5.7a Planning for Differentiation by  
Multiple Intelligences Preference

A.5.7b Planning for Differentiation by  
Multiple Intelligences Preference

Chapter 6

A.6.1a Station #1: Monoprint

A.6.1b Station #2: Stamping

A.6.1c Station #3: Collograph

A.6.2 Cube Template

A.6.3 Think-Tac-Toe Example

A.6.4 Art Criticism RAFT

A.6.5a Setting the Scene

A.6.5b Setting Map

A.6.5c Setting, Events, and Character Actions

Chapter 7

A.7.1 Freedom

A.7.2 Let Freedom Ring Cards

A.7.3 Freedom Choice Board

A.7.4 Freedom Choice Board Contract

A.7.5 Freedom: Choice 1		
Norman Rockwell’s paintings  
Four Freedoms

Index 217

1 Contents


