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Magic, Wonder, and Joy

T
he first year I taught art was one of the most chal-
lenging of my career, but there were moments of 
delight that still stand out in my memory. One day, 
I held sheets of red and blue plastic against the win-

dow to demonstrate what happened when they overlapped. 
A student in the back cried out, “It’s magic!” I suspect, 
for most of us, such moments are why we teach art. We 
believe in the enchantment of art for all our students, but 
it is particularly satisfying to work with the very young 
ones who are never afraid to express their wonder and joy.
 The diverse lessons in this book, developed and taught 
by art teachers all over North America, share an explor-
atory approach to encountering artists’ tools, materials, 
and ways of working with an emphasis on discovery and 

creativity. These lessons reflect child-centered approaches 
to art education for three- to seven-year-olds, sharing the-
oretic foundations common to the Reggio Emilia approach 
and choice-based and play-based art education.

The Reggio Emilia Approach
Loris Malaguzzi began this approach in Reggio Emilia, 
Italy, after World War II. Believing that the early years of 
development are crucial for children, Malaguzzi and local 
parents created a program based on the principles of respect, 
responsibility, and community through exploration and dis-
covery in a supportive and enriching environment. 
 I was fortunate to participate in a Winter Institute 
in Reggio Emilia and observed firsthand the program in 
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